ISRAEL IN THE WILDERNESS


One of the notable accounts in scripture recorded for us are the experiences of Israel in the wilderness; and concerning these things the apostle Paul wrote: 
"Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples (types or warnings), and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come." 
So by way of exhortation we can consider these ensamples or types in order that we may be admonished in our walk in the truth.

Israel were in bondage in Egypt, and we are naturally in bondage to sin. They were called out from Egypt and baptised into Moses in the cloud and in the sea; and we have been called out from that city which is spiritually called Sodom and Egypt, and baptised into the Lord Jesus Christ. When they were called out, Israel were put in the position as recorded in Deut. 7v6: 
"For though art an holy people unto the Lord thy God; the Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto himself, above all people that are upon the face of the earth." 
That is true also of us; called out to be a separate people unto God, from all the people of the earth, a holy people unto the Lord our God, a position both of privilege and of responsibility. Now Israel having been called out from Egypt, must of necessity go through the wilderness in order to reach the promised land, and it is equally necessary that we, having been called out from the world, should have a wilderness journey toward the kingdom. In that journey Israel were dependent entirely upon God for sustenance. They had to leave behind the food of Egypt and depend upon God for their food and for their substance; and God fed them on different food from what they had in Egypt. That of course is true of us. In our journey to the kingdom we are entirely dependent upon God for that which sustains us through the wilderness; we are dependent upon his word alone. 
We are called to leave behind the things of Egypt and feed upon the word. With Israel, God did it to prove or test them if we turn to Exodus 16v4 we read: 
"Then said the Lord unto Moses, behold I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people shall go out and gather a certain rate every day, that I may prove them, whether they will walk in my law, or no." 
Again in Psalm 78 v 24: 
"…..and had rained down manner upon them to eat, and had given them of the corn of heaven. Man did eat angels food; he sent them meat to the full."
God fed them with angels food, and that food was not palatable to the flesh, and so they failed in the test. He fed them in order that he might know whether they would walk in his way, and they failed in the test, Num 21v5:
 "And the people spake against God, and against Moses, wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no bread, neither is there any water; and our soul loatheth this light bread." 
He gave them angels food and they loathed it. Then in Num. 11 we read at v 4: "And the mixed multitude that was among them fell a lusting; and the children of Israel also wept again, and said, who shall give us flesh to eat? We remember the fish, which we did eat in Egypt freely; the cucumbers, and the melons, and the leeks, and the onions, and the garlic. But now our soul is dried away, there is nothing at all, beside this manner, before our eyes." They complained because of it, and in their hearts they turned back to Egypt.

Surely then there is a lesson there for us. We have been called out to leave Sodom and Egypt. God has provided the food to sustain us in our wilderness journey, to see whether we will walk in his commands all no. We can turn in our minds back to Egypt and complain because we loathe this food he has provided. The consequence was, as recorded in Psalm 106v13: 
"They soon forgot his works; they waited not for his council; but lusted exceedingly in the wilderness, and tempted God in the desert. And he gave them their request, but sent leanness into their soul." 
Again in Psalm 81v11:
"But my people would not hearken to my voice; and Israel would none of me. So I gave them up unto their own hearts lust; and they walked in their own councils." 
That same principle is brought to our notice in Proverbs 1v30:
"They would none of my council; they despised all my reproof. Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own devices. For the turning away of the simple shall slay them, and the prosperity of fools shall destroy them." 
And if we despise the vision and turn our minds back to the things from which we were called out, God will give us over to our own ways. We can turn back and feed on the things of Egypt, but one of the worst things that can happen to us is that God will give us over to our own ways and in the end he will destroy us. You will notice in Num. 11 it was the mixed multitude who first started to lust and led them in their complaining. So what was the mixed multitude? They were Egyptians who had married Israelites; and if those who spiritually are Egyptians come into the meeting simply to marry Israelites, you get a mixed multitude; and with Israel they were the first to lead the complaining. We are commanded to "love not the world neither the things which are in the world". We are called to crucify the flesh and the lusts thereof, to be crucified to the world and not to cultivation its friendship.

There is another point which comes out in connection with this food. In Exodus 15v26 we have the record that God guaranteed them health if they walked in his way and fed according to his provision. 
"If though wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the Lord thy God, and wilt do that which is right in his sight, and will give ear to his commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians; for I am the Lord healeth thee. “

That guarantee of health was if they kept his commands and were content with his provision. We read concerning this in 1 Cor. 10: 
"And did all eat the same spiritual meat; and did all drink the same spiritual drink; for they drank of that spiritual rock that followed them; and that rock was Christ." 
Now the things which were suitable for the Egyptians in Egypt were not suitable for Israel in the wilderness; and it was only while they were content with the food of God's providing that they were free from the diseases of Egypt. So with ourselves. If we are not content with God's word and want to feed upon the things of Sodom and Egypt, do not let us be surprised if we get the spiritual diseases of the world. The taste of the food of Egypt destroyed the taste for the angels food, and the same thing will happen spiritually with us if we feed upon the things of Egypt and not upon the word of God. Paul again in writing to the Corinthians calls our attention to these facts. He says: 
"Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written, the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play. Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them committed, and fell in one day three and twenty thousand. Neither let us tempt Christ,. as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer. Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples; and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come." 
We are not likely to bow down to literal idols, but covetousness is idolatry, says the scripture, and a covetous man is an idolater. Love of pleasure, love of praise, and many other things, can cause a man to be an idolater. Because of these things we read in v.5: 
"But with many of them God was not well pleased; for they were overthrown in the wilderness." 
It is a serious warning, because we have it on record that many are called and few chosen. The apostle in writing to the Hebrews chap. 4 brings that lesson home to us:

"Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it." 
We read in the Psalms that when God redeemed them from the hand of the enemy, " They sang his praise", but "They soon forgot his works", and they murmured and complained. 

Do you think God is any more pleased in these days with murmurers and complainers, than he was in the case of Israel? If we murmur and complain against his appointments, if we turn our minds back to things of Egypt, then do not let us be surprised if, like Israel, we are overturned in the wilderness. And why was all this? Why did they fall in the wilderness, why did they murmur and complain? Let us turn again to Psalm 106v24 and we have the answer, yes, “they despised the pleasant land, they believed not his word."
Again in Deut 32v29: "O that they were wise, that they understood this, that they would consider their latter end." Because they did not really believe the promises of God, because they did not really have faith in him, they despised the pleasant land and they did not consider their latter end. Surely then our wisdom consists - in all our ways and in all our doings - in having our minds upon the latter end and our hearts centred upon the things of the kingdom.
When we are before the judgment seat of Christ, everything will look so different from what it does today; and if we merely consider our present desires and present good and worldly things, then we shall be like Israel. Our only safety consists in having our minds centred upon the kingdom in all our ways, to believe implicitly in what God has promised, and in all our ways to consider the latter end. Moses did that. If we turn to Heb 11v24 we read: 
"By faith Moses when he was come to years, refused to be called the Son of Pharaoh's daughter; choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt, for he had respect unto the recompense of the reward." 
He did not esteem the position of being the son of Pharaoh's daughter, but chose affliction with the people of God and the reproach of Christ, greater riches than the treasures of Egypt. He did not enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; and that causes one to think. The pleasures of sin at the best are only for a season, and they always end in vanity and vexation of spirit; everything in this life ends in that apart from the word of God. But Moses had respect unto the recompense of the reward, and when Christ returns he will get that reward. If we are wise we shall follow the example of Moses and choose reproach with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season.

We have looked at one side of the picture in a sense. We have looked at Israel. Now there is another side to this picture. God provided for them in the wilderness, he saw after their every need and led them to the promised land. His power was exerted on their behalf and he brought them out of Egypt with an out-stretched arm and a mighty hand; and what he did for Israel he will do for us. In Psalm 84 v11 we read: 
"For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord will give grace and glory; no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly." 
So we have the assurance that God will provide all that we need, "according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus". As he protected and delivered Israel so he will protect us through the journey to the kingdom.

Then we think for a few moments on his forbearance with Israel in all their weaknesses. In Psalm 106 v 43 we read: 
"Many times did he deliver them; but they provoked him with their council, and were brought low for their iniquity. Nevertheless he regarded their affliction, when he heard their cry; and he remembered for them his covenant, and repented according to the multitude of his mercies. He made them also to be pitted of all those that carried them captives."
In spite of their weakness, in spite of their rebelliousness, he had pity upon them and redeemed them. In Isaiah 63v9 we have a statement which, unless it were in the word, we could hardly credit it were true: 
"In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the Angel of his presence saved them; in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; and he bare them, and carried them all the days of old." 
In all their affliction he was afflicted. So in all our wilderness journey what is true of Israel of old is true of ourselves. God knows our frame, he remembers we are dust. He does not afflict willingly. He knows our needs and he will bear us and carry us to his kingdom if we will walk and continue to walk according to his commandments. Eventually he brought Israel to the land, but out of those who commenced the journey, who came out of Egypt, only two entered into the land. The rest did not enter in because of unbelief and disobedience.
So we also need to be warned, and to work out our salvation with fear and trembling, knowing that God worketh in us to will and to do of his good pleasure if we will walk faithfully. Just as he brought Israel into the land, so he will bring us to the kingdom.

In conclusion, there is one statement made concerning this in Joshua 21v43:
“And the Lord gave unto Israel all the land which he swore to give unto their fathers; and they possessed it, and dwelt therein.” 
Many of them did not believe God's word, but he performed all that he had promised. And so, whether we believe it or whether we do not, God will perform all that he has promised, every good thing will come to pass, but only those who believe and obey him will inherit those promises.
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