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THE BOOK OF RUTH

(A character study)

Reading: RUTH CH. 1
INTRODUCTION
The book of Ruth is just 4 chapters long, and yet this is as number 4 in scripture denotes, a complete parable of Yahweh’s Kingdom message of redemption for the remnant of Israel and Gentile believers together. The name Ruth has several meanings, all descriptive of the role that she plays in relation to the purpose of the book, and the one who is typified in it – BOAZ, the redeemer, who typifies the work of the LORD JESUS CHRIST, the great redeemer, and RUTH as   HIS BRIDE has a very significant role to play. RUTH means:
                        (1) FRIEND
                        (2) FELLOW
                        (3) LOVER
                        (4) SHEPHERDESS
The main consideration of our study this evening is the lovely character of Ruth. What we can learn from her character and how our characters can be improved to reflect her qualities in our service to the greater BOAZ our redeemer CHRIST JESUS.

Before we can properly study the revealed character of RUTH, it is necessary to get an overview of the book itself, and to briefly consider the other people recorded in this important account, also to mention the locations of the events that took place and their significance in the purpose of this inspired work of GOD.  

OVERVIEW
The book sets out events that took place in the time of the Judges (Ruth .1:1) it forms a link between the days when “there was no king in Israel” (Judges.21: 25.) and the time of King David, who sat on the throne of Yahweh in Jerusalem. Although the events themselves (apart from the genealogy listed in chapter 4) cover a period of about 11 years.

Jewish tradition credits Samuel with the writer-ship of the book, and this would not disagree with the internal evidence. The fact that the account concludes with David’s genealogy suggests that the writer knew about Yahweh’s purpose respecting David. This would fit Samuel, for he was the one who anointed David to be king. (1. Sam: 16:1,13). Therefore it would have been most appropriate for Samuel to make a record of David’s ancestral background under the inspiration of GOD.

The narrative commences in the land of Moab and concludes in Bethlehem  (the house of bread) later to be the birthplace of the redeemer Christ Jesus (the greater Boaz). The journey from a Gentiles land to Israel the land of the Jews and the outcome; is full of types and symbols for us as Gentile believers today! .

Bethlehem is the home- town of Naomi and her relative Boaz. Whereas Ruth is a Moabitess. The story starts in Moab: Naomi and her husband Elimelech had moved there to seek relief from the famine in Judea. Elimelech died in Moab; their two sons Mahlon and Chilion also died leaving Naomi and her two daughters-in-law, Orpah and Ruth. Ruth learned from Naomi about the GOD of Israel YAHWEH, in whom she came to believe, love, trust, and obey.                                                      

Ruth. CH: 1. Has a study heading: ‘The call of the Gentiles’

In scripture the names and their meaning play an important part, often indicating the part they play in God’s purpose. Let us then briefly look at the names of the characters mentioned in the account.

(1) Elimelech.   Means ‘El’ is my king.  Just like Jacob (Prince of ‘El’) he died in a foreign land and with their death the name was no longer being proclaimed among the people.

(2) Naomi.  Means ‘The pleasant one’, representing as she does the remnant of Israel, she was pleasant in the eyes of Yahweh. The name also means ‘Favoured’.

(3) Mahlon & Chilion.     Means ‘weak’ and ‘sickly ’respectfully, and represent the spiritual condition of the land at that time. Even the state of famine showed the dry and unfruitful state of Israel spiritually in the time of the Judges. In the kingdom that would follow, they represent the two weak and sickly divisions of the kingdom in its later stage- Judah and Ephraim. (Fruitless). 

(4) (Ruth.  Just to remind you, her name has FOUR meanings, signifying completeness— Friend, Fellow, Lover, and Shepherdess. 

Her name represents the Gentile Ecclesia of Yahweh, & complete unity with God’s son, our redeemer Jesus.

 (5) Orpah.    Although she had affection for her mother-in-law and set out for Bethlehem with Naomi and Ruth, she could not stay the course, and turned back to her homeland of Moab to worship her god Chemosh. This reminds us of backsliding Israel on its journey in the wilderness. Also those who claim to love God, but prefer the idols of this world. As the scriptures put it “Having a form of Godliness but denying its power.” 2.Tim: 3:5.          

(6) Boaz.  Means strong one. ‘El’ has the very same meaning. We see, as the story unfolds that it is he that Yahweh selects to be the redeemer of Ruth, and in symbol pictures Christ Jesus the redeemer of the Gentile Ecclesia. (Part of the bride class of saints). 

Eventually Boaz married Ruth and the happy result was the birth of a son, Obed  (Servant) who was the grandfather of King David. Some 1000 years later, Mary the mother of Jesus was born of this family line. (Ruth 4:13-22) c\p (Matt 1:16. 

Ruth. Ch: 2 ‘ Gleaning in Israel’s Fields. (God’s Harvest).

It is noteworthy that Ruth came to Bethlehem at the time of the barley harvest. At first she was allowed to glean grain dropped in the field of Boaz. Later she was invited to share in the meals provided for his servants (Powerful lessons are contained in this part of the parable that have direct meaning for us as servants at the table of Christ Jesus). 
Yahweh is preparing a people for His coming Kingdom on earth, where believers from all down the ages will eat and drink with Jesus; the first fruits of that final harvest.        

“And I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto me; That ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” Luke 22:29-30  (KJV)

Ruth. Ch: 3. ‘ His bride makes herself ready’  

There are some very profound lessons for us in the narrative, as Ruth seeks favor at the feet of Boaz, and seeks the covering of his garment, seeking to be his bride and LOVER, to serve his God, and become a FRIEND, FELLOW servant SHEPHERDESS of God’s people. Completely UNITED! with Him as the chosen redeemer and to serve his GOD; YAHWEH! 

RUTH. Ch: 4. ‘I Will Make Him My Firstborn

Verse 1: - Sees Boaz in the gate of the town, where as one of the elders of the Ecclesia, he discusses the matter of Ruth’s fellowship and request to raise up seed for the name and the inheritance of Elimelech. The unidentified near kinsman – redeemer refuses to acquire Ruth the Moabitess, thus opening the way for Boaz to willingly perform this duty as next in line.
The witnessing Elders accept Ruth, and so she is now accepted as a member of Israel and a fellow worshipper of Yahweh, Israel’s GOD. Listen to their words: ------

“And let thy house be like the house of Perez, whom Tamar bare unto Judah, of the seed which the LORD shall give thee of this young woman”.   Ruth 4:12 (KJV)

Yahweh later blessed this chosen union according to His purpose, for the account continues in Ruth Chapter 4 (KJV):
“So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife: and when he went in unto her, the LORD gave her conception, and she bare a son. And the women said unto Naomi, Blessed be the LORD, which hath not left thee this day without a kinsman, that his name may be famous in Israel.  And Naomi took the child, and laid it in her bosom and became nurse unto it. And the women her neighbours gave it a name, saying, There is a son born to Naomi; and they called his name Obed: he is the father of Jesse, the father of David.” Now these are the generations of Pharez: Pharez begat Hezron, And Hezron begat Ram, and Ram begat Amminadab, And Amminadab begat Nahshon, and Nahshon begat Salmon. And Salmon begat Boaz, and Boaz begat Obed, And Obed begat Jesse, and Jesse begat David”. (vv13-22)
Well brethren and sisters, in a very brief way, I have set out the framework of the book of Ruth, including only a few brief details, so that we can concentrate now on the main point of our study, namely the character of Ruth.             

THE CHARACTER OF RUTH

The beautiful character of Ruth, sets her alongside 7 other outstanding women of character and inner beauty, who played a prominent role in the outworking of Yahweh’s Holy purpose, such as; Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel, Hannah, Esther

Elizabeth, and Mary the mother of Christ Jesus.
We first get a glimpse of this lovely character in the response she gives to Naomi, when her mother-in-law suggests that it would be easier if Ruth return to her relatives and dwell in her own land.
“And Ruth said, Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God: Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried:  the LORD do so to me, and more also, if ought but death part thee and me”. Ruth 1:16-17

These devoted words of Ruth reminded me of some words from the apostle Paul recorded in Romans, which apply to us today.
“For if we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. Therefore, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.” Romans14: 8
We also see more of her character revealed by her attitude and actions throughout the account in this book that bears her name. Qualities that we would do well to emulate in our long journey to God’s promised land, the Kingdom of His son and our redeemer; Jesus Christ. These are the qualities that we should display, as Ruth did: 
(1) Love.

(2) Faith. 
(3) Trust.

(4) Loyalty.

(5) Selflessness.    

(6) Courage.

(7) Obedience.

(8) Kindness.

(9) Humbleness.

(10) Gentleness.   

Love
The reply to Naomi reveals a deep love for her, and shows devotion for her God and her people, over and above that for her natural kinfolk and the land of Moab. These words of Ruth have been extolled as the most exquisite expression of love and loyalty in the whole of literature. Wherever the Bible is known those immortal words are treasured. How much do we truly Love Yahweh and His people?

Faith
Ruth believed what Naomi had taught her about Yahweh and the people of Israel. So she was prepared to accompany Naomi on the difficult journey to Bethlehem, with all of its associated dangers, hardships, uncertainties and difficulties. Believing without seeing, surely a profound lesson for all believers today, for we “We walk by faith, not by sight.” 2Cor. 5:7 NIV.
Trust
She demonstrated absolute trust in Naomi and her words. Do we demonstrate the same trust in God’s Word?

Loyalty
Naomi’s love, care and the steadfastness she had shown to Ruth after her bereavement, and during the famine, brought forth this treasured quality of loyalty. Do our words and actions reveal loyalty?

Selflessness

Instead of doing a minimum of gleaning, she worked very hard and gleaned sufficient for Naomi as well as for herself. Instead of looking for a partner for herself among the young men she accepted the advice of Naomi. Her industriousness was noticed and admired by others and brought to the attention of Boaz. 

How about our service and work in the fields of The Lord of the harvest.     

Are we industrious and hardworking like Ruth in the fields of The Lord?

Courage
It took courage to embark on the journey of faith with Naomi. It took courage to glean in an open field among strangers of the opposite sex. It must have taken great courage to go and lay at the feet of Boaz and to entreat him to become her husband.  
Note brothers and sisters that the bride of Christ now lays at Christ’s feet during the dark hours of the Gentile night!

Obedience
It is most apparent from the narrative that Ruth obeyed Naomi explicitly, and did all that she said: 

“And she said unto her, All that thou sayest unto me I will do”.  Ruth 3:5 
The result of her obedience was favor, fellowship, marriage, acceptance as a member of the household of Boaz, offspring and the reward that her son was included in the Royal line of the promised King and redeemer of Israel. Yahweh desires obedience rather than sacrifice! 
“Then Samuel said: "Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams.”  1Sam 15:22

Kindness
It is clear that Ruth cared for Naomi and provided her with companionship and food that she had gleaned from the fields. 
Another example for us as members of the household of faith.                   

Humbleness

Devoid of personal pride Ruth humbled herself in so many ways that are evident in the scriptural account, she is a most excellent example to any who profess to serve Yahweh.

Gentleness

The whole account of Ruth shows the beauty of her gentleness and reminds us that this is one of the fruits of the sprit that we should nurture. Peter highlights this:

“The unfading beauty of a quiet spirit and a gentle nature are highly valued by the LORD.” 1Pet 3:4
Finally, there is yet another quality of Ruth that is most apparent, which I shall let the Scripture reveal
“Who can find a virtuous woman?  for her price is far above rubies. The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so that he shall have no need of spoil. She will do him good and not evil all the days of her life.” Proverbs 31:10-12
Yes   VIRTUE.
According to the Oxford Concise Dictionary, Virtue means moral excellence.

We can compare this with words in 1. Peter Chapter 1 (KJV)
“ But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.” vv13-14
This is of course a quotation from the Law of Moses in Leviticus Ch 11:44-45.
One part of Ruth chapter 3 will have to suffice as an example for the purpose of our study:
“And when Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his heart was merry, he went to lie down at the end of the heap of corn: and she came softly, and uncovered his feet, and laid her down. And it came to pass at midnight, that the man was afraid, and turned himself: and, behold, a woman lay at his feet. And he said, Who art thou? And she answered, I am Ruth thine handmaid: spread therefore thy skirt over thine handmaid; for thou art a near kinsman. And he said, Blessed be thou of the LORD, my daughter: for thou hast shewed more kindness in the latter end than at the beginning, inasmuch as thou followedst not young men, whether poor or rich.” vv7-10
How wonderful the quality of VIRTUE is, how highly it should be sought after, and once found, maintained in the Lord’s service.  Additionally For a believer seeking a marriage partner in the family of GOD, this should feature as a vital quality for a true and lasting relationship of Love.

CONCLUSION
There is much more to learn from this remarkable book, such as the deeper meanings of numbers, names, places and events included in the story. Because we have no further time this evening, I can only recommend it to you for your private study and spiritual enlightenment. 
There is one noteworthy point I will leave you to ponder and appreciate is that included in the precious life blood of Christ Jesus which was poured out on our behalf, is the Gentile blood of Ruth. Who by Yahweh’s grace is included in His royal ancestry, giving us who are called to be part of Spiritual Israel, hope of life everlasting in Him.

In view of Yahweh’s mercy and undeserved kindness to us who work in the fields of the greater Boaz, what kind of people should we be?

Surely the answer is LIKE RUTH!
(Bro D. Pickering)
