PAUL’S PREACHING METHODS

I am sure we can all recall how Paul was on that journey to Damascus with the intent of apprehending those who followed ‘the way’.  It was whilst on the journey that the Lord Jesus appeared to him and that event was to totally change the life of Paul.  From the first ‘who are you Lord’, to a full realisation of the enormity of what he had been doing and of his calling, must have had a sobering impact upon Paul.  He spent three days blind and having time for thought and reflection.  Regarding the turmoil of thoughts going through his mind, we can only dimly begin to imagine. 

Now Annanias was sent to Paul, that he might recover his sight and we read:

“Ananias went his way, and entered the house; and laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me, that you may receive your sight, and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” Immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he received his sight at once; and he arose, and was baptized. Acts 9:17-18
We note v20 “Immediately he preached the Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God.”
Once convinced there was no turning back and Paul spent the rest of his life proclaiming the gospel message.  Looking at examples of where Paul preached and to whom, can be a great source of encouragement to us in our own modest preaching efforts.  After his conversion, Paul went up to Jerusalem and did not hesitate to proclaim the gospel message in the very place where he was well known for his zeal in persecuting the early church. 

Thus, we read that:

”he spoke boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus, and disputed against the Hellenists, but they attempted to kill him. When the brethren found out, they brought him down to Caesarea, and sent him out to Tarsus. Then the churches throughout all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria, had peace and were edified. And walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, they were multiplied. Acts 9:29-31 

Such was Paul’s zeal for preaching the gospel message that a period of peace only came after he had departed. 

The next we read of Paul is when Barnabus fetched him from Tarsus [Acts 11:25-26].  After spending a year with the church at Antioch where they “taught a great many people”, Paul and Barnabus were commissioned to preach the Gospel message to the Gentiles.  However we note that the first thing they did upon arriving in a new area was to attend the Synagogue, for example, “when they arrived in Salamis they preached the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews” Acts 13:5. They then went to an individual, the Proconsul Sergius Paulus [v6-7], before returning to Jerusalem. They then proceeded to Antioch in Pisidia where again they first went to a Synagogue.  The Jews however opposed them, and Paul warns:

“Beware therefore, lest what has been spoken in the prophets come upon you: Behold, you despisers, marvel and perish!” Acts13:40-41
It was the Gentiles who wanted to hear Paul’s message not the Jews: “the Gentiles begged that these words might be preached to them the next Sabbath.”  So Paul duly spoke the message again but the Jews motivated by envy opposed Paul who said to them “It was necessary that the word of God should be spoken to you first; but since you reject it, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, behold, we turn to the Gentiles.” Acts 13:46  
The Jews who were heirs to the promises rejected the word spoken by Paul, yet the Gentiles who formally had been without hope “were glad and glorified the word of the Lord.” Now in our day the wheel starts to go full circle, for though we preach the Truth of God’s word, it is the ‘Gentiles’ who in their turn reject the hope of salvation. Indeed there is nothing new under the sun!
Now shortly after this event Paul and Barnabus parted company after a disagreement and Paul continued the journey with Silas.  He travelled to Derbe and Lystra strengthening the disciples before proceeding to Philippi.  At Philippi we read of how Lydia was called:

“on the sabbath we went out of the city to the riverside, where prayer was customarily made” Acts 16:13

So Paul sought out the most likely place to find people willing to listen and heed the message he brought, again a lesson for us to note in our preaching efforts. Rather than going to a random location we need to give careful thought about where we go and use our time and effort wisely.  Like Paul all we ca never do is sow the seed, God will make it grow if it is His will, thus the narrative continues:

“A certain woman named Lydia heard us. She was a seller of purple from the city of Thyatira who worshipped God. The Lord opened her heart to heed the things spoken by Paul. And when she and her household were baptised, she begged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house, and stay.”  Acts 16:14-15
So hear we have a business woman who sought the God of Israel accepting the Word spoken by Paul and immediately putting her faith into action by inviting Paul to stay with her.  Again a valuable object lesson for us to follow.
The next incident we read about is when Paul and Silas are beaten and imprisoned.  But what do we find them doing, giving up!  No, not at all, rather:

“..at midnight Paul ad Silas were praying and singing hymns to God and the prisoners were listening to them”. Acts 16:25 

Even in these surroundings, they continued to proclaim the goodness of God with the result that following the earthquake when the prison keeper was about to kill himself thinking that all the prisoners had escaped:  
“Paul called with a loud voice, saying, “Do yourself no harm, for we are all here.”  Acts 16:27
The response of the prison keeper, who also no doubt had listened to the prayer and praise given by Paul and Silas, was to ‘fall down trembling’ and simply say: “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” Acts 16:28-30 He responded to the preaching of Paul by being baptised  along with his family.
The next place we consider Paul preaching the gospel message is at Corinth where every Sabbath he reasoned in the Synagogue with both Jews and Greek converts [Acts 18:4] When opposed Paul left the Synagogue and went to the Gentiles and we learn that “many of the Corinthians hearing, believed and were baptised.”

We note that while a good response to the message continued Paul did not move on, but rather stayed 18 months and God was with him.  Next he went to Ephasus and on the way entered the regions of Galatia and Phrygia with the intent of strengthening the brethren and sisters.  At Ephasus Paul again went to the local Synagogue [Acts 19:8] but when yet again opposition arose Paul took the disciples apart and spent the next two years preaching to the Gentiles:

“When some were hardened and did believe, but spoke evil of the Way before the multitude, he departed from them, and with drew the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus.” Acts 19:9 

So, we see clearly that a principle emerges, to the Jew first and then the Gentile. Paul wrote; “Again I ask: Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery?  Not at all! Rather, because of their transgression, salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel envious.”... “I am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I make much of my ministry in the hope that I may somehow arouse my own people to envy and save some of them.” Romans 11:11-14

So to sum up, Paul’s practice when preaching was to go to the Jews first and then to the Gentiles.  He spoke to both individuals and to groups of people.  Paul preached in synagogues, in places of worship, in market places [Acts 17:17] and in public and private places.  So regarding Paul’s preaching methods, basically Paul left no avenue or opportunity for proclamation of the gospel untried.  Thus we must ask ourselves the question, how do we fare this direction?  

We note also that Paul always travelled with other faithful companions. The wise man wrote “Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their work: If one falls down, his friend can help him up.  But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up!  ...  Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves.  A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.”  Eccles 4:9-12

The Message Preached

So what was Paul’s message when speaking to both Jew and Gentile?  A quick review of Acts will show that Paul:

· “preached the word” Acts 13:5

· “preached the gospel” Acts14:7

· Taught and preached the word of the Lord Acts 15:35

· “spoke the word of the Lord” Acts 16:32

· Reasoned from the scriptures, from the law and from the prophets.  Acts 17:2,17; 18:4,19

· Testified that Jesus is the Christ Acts 17:3; 18:5

· Proclaimed the resurrection of Christ Acts 13:33

· Preached regarding the forgiveness of sins Acts 13:38  

As Paul wrote to Timothy “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.”  2Tim 3:16 and in his letter to the Hebrews he wrote,  “The word of God is living and powerful and sharper than any two edged sword.... and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”  Hebrews 4:12

Paul tried all possible means in order to get the message across to his audience.  A good example is when Paul was in Athens, he spoke to the Athenians saying:
“I perceive that in all things you are very religious, for as I was passing through and considering the objects of your worship, I even found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Therefore, the one whom you worship without knowing Him, Him I proclaim to you. Acts 17:22-23 

Paul began by using something his listeners knew about and could relate to, and then he continues by demolishing false ideas before proclaiming the one true God, His purpose with creation, judgement to come and the resurrection of Jesus as being the guarantee of these things.   

Paul’s Motivation

So we have considered where Paul preached and who he preached the message to.  We have also briefly looked at what the message was that Paul preached.  Now Paul was extremely zealous in the service of his Lord and Master and it will be well worth now having a short consideration about how Paul put the message across and his general attitude towards preaching the Truth.  Paul wrote:

“I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win the more” …. I have become all things to all men that I might by all means save some.” 1Cor 9:19-23. 

Paul’s underlying motive was love.  Love for God, love for the Lord Jesus, love for his brethren and sisters and love for his people Israel.  Such was Paul’s love that we read “While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see that the city was full of idols. So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the God-fearing Greeks, as well as in the market-place day by day with those who happened to be there.” Acts 17:16-17

Now let’s not get carried away with the thought that Paul spent 100% of his time preaching. Like us, he had the necessities of life to consider and we read of him working as a tent maker.  Paul also ensured that the work of building up the ecclesias and general pastoral work were also carried out, for such work is equally important.  After preaching and gaining converts, Paul then set up ecclesias, leaving experienced brethren to care for these fledgling ecclesias.  Such brethren would be examples of faith and service for the new brethren and sisters to follow.  Paul set out criteria in his letter to Timothy regarding the characteristics that these brethren must have in order to be adequately qualified for this duty.  Paul himself also wrote letters to maintain contact, to correct error, to spiritually build up and to make the ecclesia feel part of the one body.

In preaching the gospel message Paul suffered much for his Master, yet through it all he rejoiced and never gave up.  Even in prison as we have already seen, he sang and praised God.  Indeed Paul relied totally upon God, despite the trails and infirmities that he had.  Paul pleaded for what he termed his ‘thorn in the flesh’ to be removed and yet the reply came:

“But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." 

Thus Paul responded:

Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” 2Corinthians 12:9-10  

When Paul accepted his own weakness, then he became truly strong for he relied completely upon the strength provided by God.  Now we have a long list of all that Paul suffered during his life in the service of his Lord recorded in 2Cor 11:24-30: beatings, imprisonment, shipwrecks, adrift at sea, persecutions, weariness, toil and afflictions.  Such was Paul’s zeal and faith!  We have never had to face a fraction of those persecutions and trails have we?  So how does our effort compare to his?

One of the greatest ways of preaching is by example.  Indeed   Paul tells us to use him as an example saying, “Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.  I praise you for remembering me in everything and for holding to the teachings, just as I passed them on to you.” 1Corinthians 11:1-2

 And again

“Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live according to the pattern we gave you.” Philippians 3:17

So how do we follow Paul’s example?

Well, not all of us feel able to go out in public and speak directly to other people about what we believe.  However, Paul does say that all brethren and sisters can help in this work through prayer. We all have that great privilege of approaching God through prayer and can remember to pray for the work of preaching, requesting God to bless that work if it is His will.  Paul wrote:

· “and pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains.”  Col 4:3
· “Brothers, pray for us.” 1Thess 5:25
· “Finally, brothers, pray for us that the message of the Lord may spread rapidly and be honoured, just as it was with you.” 2Thess 3:1

We can all help in the work of preaching by prayer, but the underlying motive is the glory of God, that His Name and Word is honoured.

We can also remember Paul’s analogy of a soldier.  He wrote:

"Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.  No-one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian affairs--he wants to please his commanding officer.”  2Tim 2:3-4

Paul always put his service to the Lord Jesus first in his life and endured many hardships.  That same attitude and willingness to ‘seek first the Kingdom of God’ and ‘hold fast that which is good’ must be overriding attitude of mind. 

Paul exhorted that there can be no fellowship with those who are in spiritual darkness, but rather the life of those who seek to honour God must be quite different and separate. Paul wrote:

“Do not be yoked together with unbelievers.  For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common?  Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?  What harmony is there between Christ and Belial?  What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever?”  2 Cor 6:14-15

How can preach by example if our lives are no different to those in the world about us?  How can preach by example if our attitudes and activities are at odds with what the scriptures teach.  

Finally we can think of the prophet Ezekiel and the duty he was given to be a ‘watchmen’ to his generation. We read:

“..son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; therefore you shall hear a word from My mouth and warn them for me. When I say to the wicked, “O wicked man, you shall surely die!” and you do not speak to warn the wicked man from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at your hand.  Nevertheless, if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you have delivered your soul.” Ezek 33:7-9 

We have a duty as watchmen to our generation

We all, no matter what our abilities or talents, have a duty and responsibility to proclaim in one way or another, in season and out of season, the Gospel message.

There is no substitute for personal preaching and contact.  This surely is easy and we have many opportunities, for we always have contacts with family, friends, work colleagues etc.  Are the people we know aware of what we believe or do we hide our light under a bucket as it were.  If the conversation turns round to a suitable subject do we take the opportunity to speak of the Truth? 

Consider this, the only chance that those people may have of finding the Truth and having the opportunity for salvation may be us!!  If we do not preach the message to them, who will?  

We have many opportunities to speak of the Truth; Paul seized all his, so also should we.  

So ask yourself some questions:
· Do you show the joy of the gospel in your manner of life?

· Do you show the hope of the gospel in your manner of life?

· Do you keep separate from the world and its ways?

· Do you set a personal example just as Paul did?

· Do you pray for all aspects of the work within your ecclesia and the brotherhood?

· How do your preaching efforts match up to the enthusiasm, zeal and perseverance of Paul?  

We have briefly discussed Paul’s preaching method’s. So what was his greatest ‘method’?  Well actually, there were two.  

Firstly simply to place his total reliance upon God and secondly Paul’s knowledge of the Word.  

So do we obey fully and wholeheartedly obey the command of the Lord Jesus to “go into all the world and preach the Gospel”?

Andy Peel.

