Bible Class Study
1Peter Chapter One

INTRODUCTION
Good evening my brothers and sisters in Christ. Like me, do you ever wonder just what it was like to be with Christ?

This first chapter of Peter’s epistle, is vibrant, powerful and reflects the fact of his close association and love of His master; the Lord Jesus Christ. His zeal for the true Gospel of salvation shines brightly in the narrative.

Broadly it is in three parts, which I suggest is as follows:
(1) Peter praises God for His manifold graces.   (Verses 1-9).

(2) He declares that salvation in Jesus is not a new gospel, but was in fact prophesied of old. (Verses 10-12).

(3) He exhorts Christ’s’ disciples to live Godly lives, as those born again by the Word of God. (Verses 13-25).

SECTION 1

(V1) Peter announces that he is an apostle of Jesus Christ, which declares his authority as one specially chosen by Jesus the anointed of God. His message we learn is directed to the dispersed disciples in various geographical locations of the then populated world. (and of course to us)
(V2) Is deeply profound and reminds them that they too have been chosen by God. Not only that, they were chosen  by the foreknowledge of God.  Foreordained in God’s purpose! As the subject of predestination is not my remit for this study we shall simply acknowledge this profound fact, and consider other aspects of Peter’s words.

Chosen, elected, sanctified (set apart for a Holy purpose) by the Spirit power of God unto obedience.  Unto obedience declares that this special high calling in Christ

is conditional upon obedience. How was this achieved? By the sprinkling of the blood of Christ. This is the principle of atonement set forth in Leviticus 17:11                                                                       

These truths beautifully harmonize with Paul’s words in 1Cor 6:11 “Ye are washed, ye are sanctified, ye are justified, in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of God”. Verse 2 concludes with a loving salutation to the household of faith, “Grace unto you and peace be multiplied.” This is in harmony with Isaiah 26:3 and  Ephesians 2: 8
Peter uses a phrase which is very relevant to us, and echo’s a warning through time “That we are strangers in the world”. This is personally for me a constant struggle! As it is no doubt the case for some of you as brothers and sisters in Christ (Being in Christ of course excludes us from being at the same time in the World).

Although we are not considering predestination this evening I do not want to overlook one beautiful aspect of its message to us. Namely the truly wonderful fact that each of us has been chosen by the Creator and sustainer of all life on this planet. 
Out of the teaming millions of mankind, almighty God has chosen us humble sinners to be his ambassadors in Christ Jesus! There is however a condition attached in the narrative which is sometimes not given the attention it deserves, namely OBEDIENCE.
Vs 2 “ unto obedience” followed by the profound words we call to remembrance in our Sunday morning worship,“ and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ”. Peter in his greeting expresses the desire to see grace and peace be multiplied to his fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Just two short quotations will emphasise these points.

Paul’s words to the Ephesian Ecclesia’s which we just read together. 
“For by grace are ye saved through faith and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.” Eph 2:8
The comforting and re-assuring words of Jesus himself!

“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” John 14:27
(V3.). Peter highlights a lively hope through God’s abundant grace, begotten again by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  (The foundation teaching of the Gospel’s Truth.) 
We are reminded that this a lively (or a living hope.) Not a forlorn or impossible hope based on the imagination of man, but based on the eternally living resurrected son of God from the dead. Paul states in 1 Cor Ch 15: 20:

 “But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the first-fruits of them that slept.” 
We are reminded that sinners are begotten again, reborn by Yahweh’s Spirit, when they are baptised into the Name of Yahweh, and of his son Jesus (who’s name means  ‘Yahweh is Salvation’) by God’s powerful Spirit  (His active force). According to the command of Christ to all of his baptised followers in all ages! Matt: 28: 19-20.

To most Bible students, this passage of scripture is known as ‘The great Commission’ given to all His disciples.

Trinitarians love to quote this verse out of context in an effort to support their false pagan doctrine of the so-called Trinity.  But verse 3 of Peter’s first epistle destroys such pretence in a stroke “ Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
This truth packed and powerful verse of scripture also reminds its hearers of the fact that Salvation for mankind has only been possible by the abundant Mercy and LOVE of our God and Father of Christ Jesus. (John 3: 16)
Briefly here are a few teachings that Peter highlights in verses 4-7:
(a) Our inheritance is incorruptible and undefiled and fadeth not away. Bright, eternal reserved in heaven in Christ.

(b) Not kept in a world bank where thieves may break in and steal, but kept by God’s almighty power in Heaven.

(c) By Faith unto salvation. (Reminds us again of Eph 2:5 and verse 8.  FAITH through GRACE.)
(d) To be revealed at the last time. (Now so very near!) 

(e) This is a time of manifold temptations and struggle. However it also the time we should “ greatly rejoice.”

(f) This trial of our faith is to result in a victory that is to God’s glory and honour at the appearing of Christ Jesus as ‘ King of Kings and Lord of Lords’ Rev 19:16.
The end of this first section of verses 8 and 9, to my mind, is one of the most beautiful passages on faith in scripture!

I shall quote the NIV translation on this occasion, as for once it captures the essence of Peter’s message:
“Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your  souls.”

SECTION 2 VERSES. 10-12. (SALVATION IN CHRIST JESUS)
The precious knowledge of the true gospel of salvation in Christ Jesus is now so familiar to us, that we can so soon and so easily loose sight of the immense privilege we have in being blessed and enlightened in God’s Holy Truth! 

This is brought home to us by Peter’s words at the end of verse 12, “which things the angels desire to look into.” 

Verse 10. records that the prophets have enquired and searched diligently about this salvation. It further states that they prophesied about the grace that has come unto Christ’s followers. The implication is that not only the angels, but the prophets also, did not fully understand the message from God’s Holy Spirit which they spoke

out at God’s command! Furthermore they did not know when most of the events that they prophesied would be fulfilled. 

Verse 11. “Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the suffering of Christ, and the glory that should follow.”  

As we can read in Acts: Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” Acts 4: 12                                          

SECTION 3 VERSES 13- 25. (LIVING GODLY LIVES)
V13. (a) Gird up the loins of your mind.

         (b) Be sober and hope for the grace to come.

         (c) The grace to come when Christ Jesus returns.

These three parts of Peter’s exhortation can be summed up by other words of Paul in scripture, for example:
“Therefore my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord……” 1Cor 15: 58
V14. “Be obedient children and turn from the lusts of the flesh”. This is of course a constant daily battle, for the way of God’s Spirit is contrary to the desires of our carnal nature! This daily battle is tiresome and calls for endurance!

V’s 15-16. A call to be Holy because the God whom we serve is HOLY. Peter quotes from Leviticus 11: 44-45 saying:

‘For I am the LORD your God. You shall therefore consecrate yourselves, and you shall be holy; for I am holy. Neither shall you defile yourselves with any creeping thing that creeps on the earth. ‘For I am the LORD who brings you up out of the land of Egypt, to be your God. You shall therefore be holy, for I am holy.”
This command is a development of the previous verse calling for obedience, something that Israel failed to be consistent in!

V’s 17-19. Paul reminds us that FEAR (Not terror but true Godly respect and reverence toward our God and Father is the key to knowledge, understanding, wisdom and Godly discernment!

Proverbs 1:7and 9:10 come readily to mind among others scriptures regarding fear and awe of Almighty God.

Furthermore we have not been redeemed by the corruptible things and riches of the world, but by the PRECIOUS BLOOD OF CHRIST.  I have typed this in capital letters in my notes because as we all know this is a foundation doctrine of our hope in Him.  This is emphasised by Peter in verse 2. 

V20. Here Peter again emphasises the truth he declares in verse 2, namely - The predestination of Christ Jesus in the purpose of God. A subject that should add to the love, wonder, and awe, that we feel towards our God and Heavenly Father.

V21. Peter reminds his hearers of another foundation doctrine of the True Gospel, namely the resurrection of Christ Jesus by His God and Father.  This is another very strong verse that refutes the false doctrine of a Triune God! It declares that God raised Jesus from the dead and goes on to say that Jesus was given glory by God (Had Jesus been very God part of a Trinity, He would not have needed to be given glory if He already possessed it!) 

V22.  We are reminded that we have been purified by Christ, and that we are to love one another fervently with a pure heart.  The latter is a command of Christ.

     “ If you love me you will obey my commandments.”

     “ You are my friends if ye do what I command.”

(John: 14:15 and 15:14)

V23  Speaks of being born again by the word of God. 

Appreciating this truth should encourage us not to neglect the daily reading and assimilation of the Eternal Spirit Word (the living and life giving word of God) without which we shall surely wither, fade away and die! 

V’s 24-25. Make this very point crystal clear.  

“All flesh is grass, And all its loveliness is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, Because the breath of the LORD blows upon it; Surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades, But the word of our God stands forever." Isaiah 40:6-8
Now Peter adds: “Now this is the word which by the gospel was preached to you.”

CONCLUSION
All talks, exhortations and Bible studies usually have a conclusion or summary of the truths considered. 

I had in mind a wonderful conclusion which in glowing terms considered the power and beauty of this jewel filled chapter of Peter’s first Epistle.
However I bow to the simplicity and power of the inspired conclusion that Peter himself gives to his epistle

“BUT THE WORD OF THE LORD ENDURETH FOR EVER. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.” (Verse 25). 
Bro D. Pickering
